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I. Multiple choice 

1.  Newspapers are going under because companies are no longer willing ______ large sums of 

money on advertising space. 

A. spending B. spent C. to spend D. spends 

2.  Microsoft is one of the few ______ which carries weight in every corner of the globe. 

A. statements B. enterprises C. mortgages D. earnings 

3.  Some are ______ casual wear at work, while others think all employees should dress smartly. 

A. with regard to B. in favor of C. for the purpose of D. on account of 

4.  It's ______ that we will have over one hundred branches around the world by 2012. 

A. estimation B. estimated C. estimate D. estimating 

5.  The new ______ will be starting work tomorrow. She will help us with various tasks around the 

office. 

A. assist B. assistant C. assistance D. assists 

6.  Greg lives ______, so he doesn't have to travel far to work. 

A. generally B. partially C. locally D. numerously 

7.  The unemployment statistics released by the government last month ______ quite worrying. 

A. to be B. are C. being D. is 

8.  Our suppliers have just called to say they ______ be able to complete our next order on time. 

A. can't B. mustn't C. won't D. hasn't 

9.  The machinery in our office is ______ maintained, usually once every other month. 

A. regular B. regulate C. regulation D. regularly 

10.  Josephine is talking with an agent who ______ from Minnesota about our merchandise. 

A. will call B. is calling C. was called D. calling 

11.  Our salesmen receive a ______ low base salary; however, they can easily triple that by earning 

commission 

A. relatives B. relatively C. relation D. related 

12.  The package ______ by express mail tomorrow, and the client should receive it the day after. 



A. has been shipped B. has shipped C. will be shipped D. to be shipped 

13.  It was a bad year for our bank. Neither the takeover ______ the merger was successful. 

A. nor B. and C. or D. but 

14.  Ralph was promoted after he helped the company ______ that big project. 

A. enable B. nominate C. utilize D. secure 

15.  Those who have been unemployed for more than six months are eligible ______ government 

benefits 

A. for B. to C. with D. in 

16.  ______ part of his sponsorship deal, the tennis star has to attend a number of promotional 

events. 

A. By B. Because C. With D. As 

17.  Lisa finds Nigel's sexist attitude ______ and refuses to work with him on the team. 

A. offense B. offend C. offensively D. offensive 

18.  The plane ran into bad weather, and the severe turbulence caused injury to several passengers 

______. 

A. board B. aboard C. broad D. abroad 

19.  The conference was supposed ______ at 9:30 am, but was canceled at the last minute. 

A. start B. to start C. starting D. be started 

20.  How many applications ______ for the clerk position so far? 

A. have been received B. to be received C. can receive D. are receiving 

21.  All ______ guests should check out of their rooms by noon. 

A. departing B. portable C. refreshing D. durable 

22.  The net profit of our company went up ______ eight percent in the last fiscal year. 

A. at B. by C. in D. to 

23.  Starting next month, the restaurant will offer low-calorie dishes to ______ health-conscious 

customers. 

A. endorse B. interact C. attract D. rescue 

24.  Mr. Harvey's flight will arrive at 9 am tomorrow. Have you arranged a car to ______? 

A. give him up B. raise him up C. shut him up D. pick him up 

25.  Richard Branson's Virgin Group has set itself the goal of making space tourism ______ feasible. 

A. commerce B. commercial C. commercially D. commercialism 

26.  There was a story on the news last night that ______ the stock market is about to rise. 



A. claimed B. expired C. suspended D. enforced 

27.  When you get the parcel, look for the receipt ______ with your order and keep it in case of 

refund. 

A. enclose B. enclosed C. to enclose D. enclosing 

28.  A recent scientific report has found that sitting behind a desk all day is very ______ to your 

back. 

A. damaging B. damageability C. damagingly D. damage 

29.  The light in my office is broken and needs to be ______ as soon as possible. 

A. waived B. retained C. postponed D. replaced 

30.  Department heads have had to do a lot of overtime to fulfill their monthly ______. 

A. object B. objecting C. objectives D. objection 

31.  Many jobless people are concerned that the government isn't doing enough to improve the 

______ rate. 

A. birth B. progress C. unemployment D. percentage 

32.  No one else in the office has the experience or knowledge to complete this project, so I'll have to 

do it ______. 

A. themselves B. yourself C. myself D. himself 

33.  John ______ next month, so the company will hold a party for him to thank him for his 25 years 

of service. 

A. is retiring B. retires C. retired D. will have retired 

34.  Summer is a much ______ season for us, so we'll definitely see more profits over the coming 

months. 

A. busy B. busier C. busiest D. business 

35.  Our sales figures should overtake ______ of our main rival by the end of the year. 

A. that B. some C. those D. which 

36.  After you ______ the report, put it on the boss's desk, and he will read it when he gets the 

chance. 

A. will finish B. had finished C. to finish D. finish 

37.  Town Cafe is ______ its customers a special deal: buy two cups of coffee and get a third cup 

free. 

A. offer B. offering C. offered D. offers 

38.  Although Brad didn't know the way to the convention, he insisted ______ driving there himself. 



A. in B. for C. with D. on 

39.  The programmer showed Phil the way ______ install the virus protection software on his 

computer. 

A. for B. by C. to D. of 

40.  The music industry needs to ______ to a world of file-sharing and free Internet downloads. 

A. tighten B. distract C. elevate D. adapt 

 

II. Text completion 1 

From: fwestwood@luckypunk.com 

To: r-harris@bigscreen.com 

Subject: Re: Interview request 

Date: February 25, 2022  

 

Dear Ms. Harris, 

        Thank you for your email the other day regarding your magazine's wish to interview me for 

your “Directors of the Decade” feature. I __41.__ for the lateness of my reply, but I have been busy 

shooting my latest movie Cry Hard on location in Mexico. Anyway, __42.__ a regular reader of your 

fine publication, I would be honored to accept your request. Of the possible interview dates you 

suggested, March 18 would suit me best, as I will be __43.__ projects then. I await confirmation of 

the exact time and place and look forward to hearing back from you soon. 

 

Regards, 

Flint Westwood 

 

41.  A. apologize B. apology C. apologetic D. apologetically 

42.  A. be B. to be C. being D. been 

43.  A. into B. beneath C. along D. between 

III. Text completion 2 

 While at the airport, keep your eyes on your baggage at all times. All __44.__ items will be 

picked up by the airport staff. Pack your bags yourself and make sure that no one comes into contact 

with them before they are checked in. You are responsible for any illegal items __45.__ in your bags 

at check-in time. All liquids must be checked in; they cannot be brought on board in your carry-on 

bag. This includes items __46.__ toothpaste and skin care products. Also make sure there are no sharp 



metal objects (knives, scissors, etc.) in your carry-on baggage. 

 

44.  A. attending B. attendance C. unattended D. inattentive 

45.  A. find B. finding C. found D. to find 

46.  A. alike B. like C. likely D. as 

 

IV. Reading comprehension 

   Recent research has shown that more than half of the businesses in the USA are home-based. 

There are 6.6 million of these home businesses, and they make up 10% of the USA's workforce. 

This trend of people starting businesses out of their homes is accelerating for numerous reasons. 

First of all, during an economic downturn, many people lose their jobs. Unable to find work, they 

start their own businesses as a source of primary income. These people have become known as 

“homepreneurs.” 

   Homepreneurs have found that running a business from their home makes sense because of the 

low costs involved. They do not need to rent an office for one thing. Also, computer technology 

allows them to cheaply and smoothly run their business without having to hire many workers. 

However, if this trend continues, the economy may improve, but the unemployment rates could 

remain high. The more people work for themselves at home, the fewer companies open up and hire 

workers. 

 

47.  Which is most suited to the title “homepreneur”? 

 A. A small business owner 

 B. A home-based business 

 C. An unemployed homeowner 

 D. A person that works at home 

48.  Which percentage most closely matches the number of businesses that are 

home-based in the USA? 

 A. 10% 

 B. 25% 

 C. 55% 

 D. 45% 

49.  What is listed as one of the main reasons why people start home businesses? 

 A. They already have full-time jobs. 

 B. They can't find work elsewhere. 



 C. Their offices are nearby. 

 D. To cut out delivery costs 

50.  What will opening home businesses probably NOT do? 

 A. Have negative effects on working conditions 

 B. Reduce business costs 

 C. Improve the economy 

 D. Reduce unemployment rates 

 

 

 


